
The Trial of the Three Marias in Lisbon,
Portugal

October 25, 1973

The trial of Maria Isabel Barreno, Maria Teresa Horta, and Maria Velho da Costa,
known as the "Three Marias," began on October 25, 1973. Their book, New
Portuguese Letters (Novas Cartas Portuguesas), published in 1972, was deemed
pornographic and immoral by the Estado Novo regime, leading to their prosecution.
The book, a feminist critique of patriarchal society, explored women’s sexuality and
gender roles, sparking international attention and highlighting censorship and
gender oppression in Portugal.

Significance: This court case became a symbol of resistance against
authoritarianism and patriarchal control, contributing to feminist discourse in
Portugal and beyond.

In 1973, the “Three Marias” were charged by
Portugal’s authoritarian Estado Novo regime with
immorality for their feminist book New Portuguese

Letters.

For more information click here!
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