
The First Pride in Lisbon, Portugal

June 28, 1997

The first Arraial Pride event in Lisbon was held in Lisbon on June 28, 1997, despite
heavy rain earlier that day. It was Portugal's first-ever outdoor LGBT Pride party,
organised at Príncipe Real square by ILGA Portugal and Lisbon City Council. The
event aimed to foster a sense of community and help people feel comfortable
identifying as LGBT. There were drag performances, live music, and strong
participation from local bars. The atmosphere was festive and emotional, with more
attendees than expected. Despite some homophobic posters and police presence,
the event was a major success and was closely covered by the media, marking an
important milestone for LGBT visibility in Portugal.

Significance: The first pride marked a turning point for LGBT visibility in Portugal,
creating a public space where people could celebrate their identities openly and
safely for the first time. Its success helped normalise Pride events in the country,
strengthening community cohesion and paving the way for broader social and
political acceptance.

The first Arraial Pride event in Lisbon was held in Lisbon
on June 28, 1997, despite heavy rain earlier that day.

For more information click here!
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