
Cyprus held its first Gay Pride parade in Nicosia on May 31, 2014, organized by
Accept-LGBT Cyprus, drawing nearly 5,000 participants, far exceeding
expectationsand featuring support from former President George Vasiliou and pop
star Anna Vissi. Held 16 years after homosexuality's decriminalization, the event
marched through central Nicosia streets from the Municipal Gardens, emphasizing
equal rights amid a conservative society, with speeches, performances, and family
activities. This landmark parade marked a turning point for visibility and acceptance,
growing annually with government backing and inspiring events on both sides of the
island, including in the north
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