
The Penal Code of 1936 (often called the “Carol II Penal Code”) made consensual
same-sex relations illegal when they caused “public scandal” (Art. 431), introducing
criminal penalties framed as “acts of sexual inversion.”

Significance: This was a key turning point: same-sex intimacy became a matter for
criminal law, laying groundwork for later communist-era intensification (including the
1968 reform that introduced Article 200).
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