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LGBTQ Activism Emerges and the First
Legal Crack

00—
oov| 1996

ooo

The founding of ACCEPT and the partial
amendment of Article 200 created the first legal
opening for LGBTQ rights and visibility.

In a post-communist climate marked by intolerance, ACCEPT was founded — the
first Romanian NGO defending LGBTQ rights. That same year, Parliament amended
Article 200: private same-sex relations were no longer criminalized, but public or
“scandalous” ones remained illegal. It was a partial victory, yet it signaled both the
birth of organized LGBTQ activism and the first legislative break in the wall of
repression.

Significance: The founding of ACCEPT represented the birth of organised LGBTQ
advocacy in Romania. The partial amendment to Article 200 demonstrated, for the
first time, that legal reform was possible. It also opened public space for activism,
visibility and political pressure for full decriminalisation.

For more information click here!
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